Sign up for our online Newsletter on the Longfellow website in the Email-Signup tab!
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Welcome!

Longfellow staff from 2020-2021. Photo courtesy of Paul Julian.

Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year! We
are very excited to have our students back in
the halls and classrooms of our beautiful
Longfellow building. It is our goal to make
every student feel welcomed, connected
and safe at school. During the school year
we will continue carrying on many of our
wonderful Longfellow traditions. These
include our Character Education Program,
for which Longfellow Elementary was
nationally
recognized
twice;
global
education;
and
after-school
clubs.
Longfellow staff have been working hard to
realize an exciting and productive school
year.

Longfellow recognizes good character! Weekly winners are presented
with fun rewards of the student's choice. Live with Integrity, earn and give
Respect, act Responsibly, and practice Compassion!

Important Announcements
Pick-up and Drop-off

Masks, Field Trips, Visitors

Students must be picked up within 15 minutes
after school is out. School day begins at 8:10 am
and ends at 3:20 pm. Remember that on
Wednesdays students are dismissed at 2:30 pm.
Please make a plan for your students to get
home safely.

Beginning on August 23 masks are required for all
students, staff and visitors entering the building. We
continue to emphasize hand washing for students and
staff. We will evaluate the policy every four weeks.

For safety in our busy time after school, we ask
that families do not use the playground until
3:45.

Programs such as Watch D.O.G.S. and
MentoringWorks are resumed for this school year.
Students will also be able to go on field trips.
Visitors need to check in on our 9th street entrance
(north side). Thank you for helping keep our building
secure.
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Success is Teamwork
In order to be successful at school, students
need help from both teachers and parents.
Together we share responsibilities for our
students' success. Teachers and parents can
do remarkable things to make a true
difference in students' education. At school,
we will do everything possible to fulfill our
responsibilities. We also ask parents to help:
- Bring your child to school every day, on time
and ready to learn
- Practice reading with your child daily
- Practice and discuss what your child learned
at school
- Ask your child about her/his school day
- Attend school events
We are looking forward to the bright and
productive 2021-2022 school year!

Reading Growth and Testing
During the week of August 23rd-27th, all K-5 students will be taking
part in our Acadience Reading Assessment. This assessment is done
three times a year to help us create reading groups, write
Individualized Reading Improvement Plans (IRIPs) for K-3rd grade
students, and track student growth. The best way you can help your
student grow this year in reading is to encourage daily reading at
home and to practice High Frequency Words with your student.
Find some time to read with your child at home; it is a gift that truly
has no price.
Kayla Perry, Reading Specialist
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Band and Orchestra
Elementary band and orchestra registration is
taking place now! 4th and 5th grade students
are invited to join orchestra and can play the
violin, viola or cello. 5th grade students are
invited to join band to play the flute, clarinet,
saxophone, trumpet, trombone or baritone.
Registrations were mailed home and are also
available in the elementary school offices.
Please fill out and return to school as soon as
possible. We will help students find an
instrument if they need one. If a student is on
free and reduced lunch we can help with rental
fees.
If there are questions please contact Mrs.
Niemeyer at 225-315-8888 for orchestra, or Mrs.
Stevens at 308-760-2047 for band. We hope to
see your 4th or 5th grade student in band or
orchestra soon!
-Mrs. Niemeyer

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)
Hi, Longfellow Family! I am looking for photos for the Longfellow Yearbook and I
need your help! Throughout the year I will be collecting images that could be
used for the yearbook that will come out in the spring. Any photos you have from
the first day of school or other school/classroom events throughout this year
would
be
great
to
have.
You
can
email
them
to
me
at
longfellowyearbook@gmail.com or submit them to our Longfellow PTO
Facebook page.
Thanks so much for your help!
-Jenni Welsch, yearbook coordinator/PTO member

The first PTO meeting is September 7 at 6:30pm in the Longfellow Library
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Additional Information
Picture day is on August 27, 2021. Retakes are on October 1.
Every Wednesday students will be dismissed at 2:30 pm. Please make arrangements to have
students picked up on time, as teachers will be participating in collaborative meetings.
Breakfast starts at 7:30 am. Students should enter the building through door number 5 (south side on
playground). Lunch and breakfast are free for students this school year. We still request that you fill out
free and reduced lunch forms, as there are other benefits that families might experience by submitting
this form. The form was mailed to families by the district office. If you need a new form, please call or
stop by our office. Our phone number is 402-461-7584.
We ask that you bring your child to school on time. Every morning students line up at their “paws” on the
playground. Staff members will begin morning supervision at 7:50 am. Please do not bring your students
directly into the building.
Please fill out and return a packet of forms that were sent to every student through USPS.
Please provide a doctor’s note every time your child stays at home sick.
A student handbook is available online or can be printed. Parents may request a paper copy. It is
important to review this handbook with your child, so he/she is aware of school policies. Parents and
students will sign the acknowledgement receipt that was sent in the mail to every student. If we haven’t
received a signed receipt, we will continue sending a form in your student’s Wednesday folder. Please
take time to read the handbook and sign the receipt with your student and return it to school.

Student Handbook QR

Teachers will communicate with parents via communication apps, such as ClassDoJo or Remind.
Principal’s emails are sent to parents once a week. If you would like to receive important updates from
school, please sign up for these emails by going to our website. The school newsletter is sent once a
month. Our website will also help you stay informed about important events and information at
Longfellow Elementary and Hastings Public Schools.
Parents are encouraged to take students out for lunch, instead of having lunch with them at school.
Parking is limited around Longfellow School. Please consider parking a block or two away and walk
toward our building. We want to make sure that our children, staff, parents and community members feel
safe at the drop off and pick up times. Please do not park in the parking lot of the dental office
across from Longfellow School or in the parking lot of Mary Lanning Hospital.
Cell phones and electronics are not allowed in school without teacher’s permission.
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Breakfast and lunch menus can be found on our Longfellow page.
https://hastingspublicschools.org/schools/longfellow-elementary/

September 2021

