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'Tis the Season

During this time of the year, between
Thanksgiving and Christmas, many people are
purposeful in reflecting what to be thankful for
in their lives. Here at Longfellow we are grateful
for what is the most normal year we have had in
years. We transitioned to different buildings and
have navigated through Covid-19 concerns. We
are thankful for the kindness of our parents and
students with the many changes we have
experienced.
Please take time to practice gratitude with your
children. Thankfulness and awareness of the
'good' passes forward to others and creates
resilience through the tougher times.

Important Announcements
Snow and the Playground Inclemental Weather
Who doesn't want to go play in the snow after
Hastings gets a few inches? Our students often
want to go and dive head first once they see it
on the playground, but here's a couple of
reminders so that kids can have the opportunity!
Step 1: Snow Boots. Wet socks all day feel
miserable, and we ask that students wear them or
they stay on the concrete (no snow, how sad).
Step 2: Snow Pants. Yes, they take forever to
put on and take off, but wet pants are more
miserable than wet socks!
Step 3: Gloves and Hats. Staying warm is good.

Snow and cold weather days are not uncommon in our
area. If weather creates an unsafe environment for
students to travel to school, Hastings Public Schools
may choose to cancel classes for the day.
Hastings Public schools will send automated phone
calls out to families about school cancellations.
Cancellations will also be posted on social media, our
local television, and local radio broadcasts.
Typically, the office will not be staffed during these
days.

Longfellow Elementary School

December 2021

The Longfellow Way
It is important that all members of our school community understand how to live “The Longfellow
Way” at school. We teach our students to LEAP: Live with Integrity, Earn and Give Respect, Act
Responsibly, and Practice Compassion. These are our four school rules. Students can receive L.E.A.P
tickets for demonstrating respect, responsibility, compassion and integrity from all staff and are
entered into a weekly drawing for a chance to visit the LEAP store. If students are chosen from the class
drawing to go to the LEAP store, they can pick prizes or coupons to do an activity, like eat lunch with a
teacher. They also receive a certificate. At the end of each month, 12 students are randomly chosen
from all the LEAP tickets collected to be our Leaping Leopard Winners. These winners get to choose a
prize from a special list of rewards.
LEAP tickets go home with students, so please praise your student when you notice these tickets in
his or her backpack. Invite your child to tell you why he or she earned the LEAP ticket. This gives your
child the opportunity to talk about how he or she is living “The Longfellow Way”.
Live with Integrity
Earn & Give Respect
Act Responsibly
Practice Compassion

Spelling Challenge

Longfellow Book Fair

The big day has finally arrived! Our pig races
for the spelling challenge will be on December
3rd. Our top prize winners will get to have a
fancy lunch with Mr. Adams!

The Longfellow Book Fair is running for three
days this year. Our fair dates and times are as
follows: December 6, 3:30-6:00; December 7,
3:30-6:00; and December 8, 2:30-6:00.
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Restaurant Night
Dallys Deli, South Street
Restaurant night is a monthly activity organized
by the Longfellow Parent Teacher Organization
(PTO). During the event, part of the income
generated is donated back to Longfellow!
On December 13, Dallys has agreed to partner
with Longfellow to help raise funds. Dine in or
carry-out, whichever works best for your family,
and support our community!

Popcorn! December 17

Popcorn sales will continue on December 17. Our
PTO has partnered with Russ's and helps organize
this event as we raise additional funds for
Longfellow, one quarter at a time! Students can buy
a bag of popcorn by giving their teacher 25 cents
and a completed form with their name. Letters and
forms will go out in December 8th's Wednesday
folder.
January 21 is our next popcorn date.

Year Book (PTO)

Hi, Longfellow Family! I am looking for photos for the Longfellow Yearbook and I
need your help! Throughout the year I will be collecting images that could be
used for the yearbook that will come out in the spring. Any photos you have from
the first day of school or other school/classroom events throughout this year
would be great to have. You can email them to me at
longfellowyearbook@gmail.com or submit them to our Longfellow PTO
Facebook page.
Thanks so much for your help!
-Jenni Welsch, yearbook coordinator/PTO member

The next PTO meeting is December 14 at 6:30pm in the Longfellow Library
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Future Problem Solvers
The Future Problem Solvers club develops
the ability of young people globally, to design
and achieve positive futures through problem
solving using critical and creative thinking.
Selected fourth and fifth grade students are
led by Mrs. Creech to find creative solutions to
real world problems. Our Junior teams will be
working through a six-step process on the yearly
topic given by international selection team.

Student Council
The Longfellow student council is led by Ms.
Neuhart. Students in third, fourth, and fifth grade are
voted into office by their peers. Student council
works on projects that help the school, create
fundraisers, run food drives to help our community,
and show appreciation for teachers through coffee
and kind words. Thank you to all of the students who
are helping serve this year!

Quiz Bowl
Quiz bowl is a group for students in fourth
and fifth grade. Students selected compete in a
quiz-based competition that tests a variety of
academic subjects. Our students will compete
against other local schools for the quickest
fingers and fastest answers! Our quiz bowl team
is led by Mrs. Raun.

Ambassadors
Ambassadors is a unique to Longfellow group led
my Ms. Stephens. Fifth grade students are selected
to sing in our local community. Ambassadors are
leader in our school by setting an example with
strong character in Respect, Responsibility,
Compassion, and Integrity. These students perform
in our community events, like the Celebration of
Lights, and will have an opportunity to sing at a TriCity Storm hockey game.
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Additional Information
Every Wednesday students will be dismissed at 2:30 pm. Please make arrangements to have
students picked up on time, as teachers will be participating in collaborative meetings.
Breakfast starts at 7:30 am. Students should enter the building through door number 5 (south side on
playground). Lunch and breakfast are free for students this school year. We still request that you fill out
free and reduced lunch forms, as there are other benefits that families might experience by submitting
this form. The form was mailed to families by the district office. If you need a new form, please call or
stop by our office. Our phone number is 402-461-7584.
We ask that you bring your child to school on time. Every morning students line up at their “paws” on the
playground. Staff members will begin morning supervision at 7:50 am. Please do not bring your students
directly into the building.
Please provide a doctor’s note every time your child stays at home sick.
A student handbook is available online or can be printed. Parents may request a paper copy. It is
important to review this handbook with your child, so he/she is aware of school policies. Parents and
students will sign the acknowledgement receipt that was sent in the mail to every student. If we haven’t
received a signed receipt, we will continue sending a form in your student’s Wednesday folder. Please
take time to read the handbook and sign the receipt with your student and return it to school.
Student Handbook QR

Teachers will communicate with parents via communication apps, such as ClassDoJo or Remind.
Principal’s emails are sent to parents once a week. If you would like to receive important updates from
school, please sign up for these emails by going to our website. The school newsletter is sent once a
month. Our website will also help you stay informed about important events and information at
Longfellow Elementary and Hastings Public Schools.
Parents are encouraged to take students out for lunch, instead of having lunch with them at school.
Parking is limited around Longfellow School. Please consider parking a block or two away and walk
toward our building. We want to make sure that our children, staff, parents and community members feel
safe at the drop off and pick up times. Please do not park in the parking lot of the dental office
across from Longfellow School or in the parking lot of Mary Lanning Hospital.
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Breakfast and lunch menus can be found on our Longfellow page.
https://hastingspublicschools.org/schools/longfellow-elementary/
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