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"We must find time to stop and thank the people who make a difference in our lives."
-John F. Kennedy
Another fulfilling school year is coming to a close. Different kinds of challenges presented
themselves, as we were moving rapidly through academic quarters and semesters. We have
experienced shortages of substitute teachers this school year and had to be creative with how we
covered different classrooms. Stumbling over various challenges, we have also witnessed many acts
of kindness from our community members and our parents. A special thank you for substitute teaching
goes to Mrs. Dianne Conyers, our former Longfellow (retired) teacher. So far, Mrs. Conyers has
subbed for us for 93 days! We are deeply thankful for her help.
We have made some great gains with students’ reading achievement due to the small group reading
instruction. Our Kindergarten, first and second grade teachers, and also reading teachers and
paraeducators have worked very hard this year to build the reading foundation through teaching
students phonemic awareness, phonics, and reading fluency.
The expectations for modern schools are substantial. We work very hard to achieve goals set for us,
but we cannot do this alone. Families’ help in achieving the noble goals of educating our youth is
crucial. We would like to thank our parents for your support and continuous encouragement in our
work with your children. We are very grateful for your kindness this school year. -Erickson
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Longfellow PTO Sign Project
Hello Longfellow Families! It was brought to the attention of the PTO that some families had
questions about the new Longfellow Elementary sign project regarding the history, funding,
and overall look of the new sign. The Longfellow PTO started looking into the addition of a
new monument sign out front of the remodeled school back in February of 2020. The sign was
designed by Troy Keilig, Principal Architect with CMBA Architects and Longfellow Dad. The
sign specs, with multiple revisions, were sent to several companies to bid the project. PTO
reviewed all options as it related to materials, overall cost, and longevity of the sign.
Ultimately, a final version was bid and all materials have been ordered. This project has been
severely delayed due to COVID and the availability of materials. We are hopeful for a
completion of the sign by spring of 2023. Proceeds from the Spelling Challenge fall
fundraisers, as well as other PTO funds will be used to pay for the sign. Donations are
welcome and can be made out to Longfellow PTO. If you have any questions, join us at our
next PTO meeting on Tuesday, May 3rd at 6:30 PM in the Longfellow Library.
- Longfellow PTO

The next PTO meeting is May 3rd at 6:30pm in the Longfellow Library
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Track Meet
The 4th and 5th grade track meet is
on May 9th. The 4th grade
participates in the morning and the 5th
grade participates in the afternoon.

5th Grade Promotion
The 5th grade promotion is on May
16th at 2:45pm in the Longfellow gym.
Parents and families of 5th grade
students are welcome to celebrate
the finishing of their time at Longfellow
elementary!

Field Day
Field day will be on May 18th. Our
students and staff will be having fun
playing various games and activities.
This is one of our favorite days of the
whole year!
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Thank you to our student teachers and outgoing staff!
Ms. O'Neill

Ms. Hansen

Ms. Cole

Ms. Murray

Ms. Loetterle has been offered an amazing opportunity to teach in Japan!

ありがとうございました

Ms. Loetterle
Mrs. Goetz

She is happily retiring! Her
service and passion for students
will be missed at Longfellow!

Mrs. Nanfito

She is taking her high energy to
the Hastings Middle School to
teach 7th grade English!
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End of Year Reading and Summer Reading Opportunities
During the first week of May, students will be partaking in the end of the year
Acadience Reading Benchmark. The Acadience Reading Benchmark is completed
three times a year. It helps us to track student progress in reading and personalize
reading instruction for students. Our students and teachers work so hard throughout
the year; it is always a great feeling for students and teachers to see the end of the
year growth.
Over the summer, I encourage you to continue to read with your children. Set aside at
least 15-25 minutes each day for reading. The Hastings Public Library is a great place
to check-out new and different books. They also offer several free activities
throughout the summer that can help foster a love of reading in your child. You can
help set your child up for success in August by reading over the summer months.
-Kayla Perry, Longfellow Reading Specialist
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Additional Information
Our last day of school is May 19th with a dismissal time of 1:15pm.
Every Wednesday students will be dismissed at 2:30 pm. Please make arrangements to have
students picked up on time, as teachers will be participating in collaborative meetings.
Breakfast starts at 7:30 am. Students should enter the building through door number 5 (south side on
playground). Lunch and breakfast are free for students this school year. We still request that you fill out
free and reduced lunch forms, as there are other benefits that families might experience by submitting
this form. The form was mailed to families by the district office. If you need a new form, please call or
stop by our office. Our phone number is 402-461-7584.
We ask that you bring your child to school on time. Every morning students line up at their “paws” on the
playground. Staff members will begin morning supervision at 7:50 am. Please do not bring your students
directly into the building.
Please provide a doctor’s note every time your child stays at home sick.
A student handbook is available online or can be printed. Parents may request a paper copy. It is
important to review this handbook with your child, so he/she is aware of school policies. Parents and
students will sign the acknowledgement receipt that was sent in the mail to every student. If we haven’t
received a signed receipt, we will continue sending a form in your student’s Wednesday folder. Please
take time to read the handbook and sign the receipt with your student and return it to school.

Student Handbook QR

Teachers will communicate with parents via communication apps, such as ClassDoJo or Remind.
Principal’s emails are sent to parents once a week. If you would like to receive important updates from
school, please sign up for these emails by going to our website. The school newsletter is sent once a
month. Our website will also help you stay informed about important events and information at
Longfellow Elementary and Hastings Public Schools.
Parents are encouraged to take students out for lunch, instead of having lunch with them at school.
Parking is limited around Longfellow School. Please consider parking a block or two away and walk
toward our building. We want to make sure that our children, staff, parents and community members feel
safe at the drop off and pick up times. Please do not park in the parking lot of the dental office
across from Longfellow School or in the parking lot of Mary Lanning Hospital.
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Breakfast and lunch menus can be found on our Longfellow page.
https://hastingspublicschools.org/schools/longfellow-elementary/
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